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Groundwater basins are an important but unseen part of world water supply picture. In fact,
in most regions these basins are much more important than the surface reservoirs.
Throughout the world, the majority of available freshwater is in the form of groundwater.

On September 16, 2014, California Governor signed three-bills into law, known as the
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). By this law California has a
framework for sustainable, groundwater management: ‘“management and use of
groundwater in a manner that can be maintained during the planning and implementation
horizon without causing undesirable results.” Groundwater management agencies must
protect and augment groundwater supplies.

The coordinated use of groundwater and other sources of water is critical for ensuring a
reliable water supply, storing water for use during droughts and shortages, and preventing
land subsidence, which is very costly to the communities. Numerous sources can pollute
groundwater, making it costly to treat, or even, unusable since the restoration of
contaminated groundwater can take years, decades, or longer with high cost.

Every water agency knows how valuable water is to their operation, but most don’t know
how to get more value out of their groundwater through an organized groundwater
management. This book spells out the tools and knowledge to capture that value more.

The authors have put together a great book, or as I call it, a great handbook of a
comprehensive groundwater management in California. This handbook is based on solid
search into the recent California groundwater sustainability regulation/guidelines and
translates them to Farsi. As the title tells us, this is information geared mainly toward those
who deal with groundwater.

As a manager of the largest water supply agency in Northern California who has worked in
water supply planning and implementation for more than 30 years, I found plenty of
information in this handbook that would be very useful to water and wastewater agencies,
decision makers, managers, elected officials, and water users who somehow are dealing
with groundwater management issues. For those folks who lean toward gaining prepper
information, this handbook would definitely be an asset to have. I believe the authors
spending a lot of time emphasizing and explaining the importance of the SGMA in
managing groundwater system which include rules and guidelines to sustain groundwater
during the good water years as well as the drought years.

My thanks to the authors for an advance reading copy of this handbook.

Hossein Ashktorab
Manager at Santa Clara Valley Water District
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http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/docs/1992_AB3030_Summary_02202014.pdf
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/docs/2002_SB1938_Summary_02202014.pdf
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1. Regional Water Resources Control Board (RWRCB)
2. Intra-Basin Coordination
3. Inter-Basin Coordination
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